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One of the greatest delusions in the world is the hope that the evils in this  

world are to be cured by legislation. ɬ Thomas B. Reed (1886) 

Politics is the art of 

looking for trouble, 

finding it everywhere, 

diagnosing it 

incorrectly and 

applying the wrong 

remedies.  

  ɬ Groucho Marx  

Saturday, February 20, 2010 at 2:00 PM 

Dr. David Cattell, Chairman of the Physics Department of Community College of 

Philadelphia, will host Dr. Ted Goertzel, Professor of Sociology at Rutgers University, for a 

discussion of  

 

Conspiracy Theories in Conspiracy Theories in 

ScienceScience   
 

In Lecture Room C2-28 in the Center for Business and Industry at the corner of 18th and 

Callowhill Streets.     Parking is easily available but is no longer free for PhACT attendees at CCP 

events.  The Saturday parking rate is $3.50.  Enter the college parking lot on 17th Street which is 

one way south bound.    This meeting site is handicap accessible.   

This PhACT event is free and open to the general public.    

 

 Dr. Goertzelôs talk will include claims on both sides of the global 

warming issue, that the other side is censoring, and will discuss conspiracy 

belief in general.    Conspiracy Theory is an immensely rich topic as our 

lives are surrounded by various conspiracies great and small, malevolent and 

good natured.  Some are sinister such as political intrigues and criminal plots 

to discredit or defraud.  Others are harmless, such as the silliness of UFO 

claimants and those elaborate schemes to carry out a surprise party.    
(Continued on page 2) 
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 It does become a bit distressing when science is at the 

center of Conspiracy Theories.  We do, after all, expect 

scientists to be objective and even ñscientificò in attitude and 

demeanor.   However, if one were to dig deeply into a 

science controversy one might very well find factions based 

upon ego, power, and financial interests.    

 The current Climate Change/Global Warming  debate is 

an interesting example where experts on both sides of the 

issue are unhappy about the statements and tactics of the 

other.  That issue remains unresolved, but there are other 

science conspiracies where the science is indeed well 

resolved that have significant impact upon our lives and large 

numbers of supporters on both sides.    

 PhACT and other critical thinking and skeptics groups 

routinely discuss Creationism, homeopathy, UFOôs, anti-

vaccination activists, free energy devices, and many other 

issues.  Those controversial areas all have scientific claims 

and large number of True Believers at odds with the beliefs 

of skeptics.  Oddly enough, those True Believers are wrong 

in their contentions and WE, of course, are right in ours.     

 Come to the meeting with an open mind and questions, 

and as an attendee you need not feel obliged to adhere to 

mainstream skeptical thinking, whatever that may be é even 

though we are right.    

 
 Our speaker, Ted Goertzel, earned his B.A. at Antioch 

College, Yellow Springs, Ohio, 1964, in sociology and 

anthropology, an M.A. at Washington University, 1966, in 

sociology and Latin American Studies, and Ph.D.  At 

Washington University, St. Louis, 1970, in sociology.   In 

1973 Ted became Professor of Sociology at Rutgers 

University.    

 He has written or co-authored many books including 

ñCradles of Eminenceò: Second Edition,  ñFernando 

Henrique Cardoso:  Reinventing Democracy in Brazilò, 

ñLinus Pauling: A Life in Science and Politicsò (with Ben 

Goertzel, Mildred Goertzel and Victor Goertzel), ñTurncoats 

and True Believers: The Dynamics of Political Belief and 

Disillusionmentò.  Sociology: Class, Consciousness and 

Contradictions (with Albert Szymanski),  Three Hundred 

ñEminent Personalities: A Psychosocial Analysis of the 

Famousò (with Mildred Goertzel and Victor Goertzel), and 

ñPolitical Societyò.    In addition he has written countless 

articles, essays, and book chapters. 

 

Dr.Goertzelôs web page is:  

http://crab.rutgers.edu/~goertzel/ 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

ñThe budget should be balanced; the treasury 

should be refilled; national debt should be reduced; 

and the arrogance of public officials should be 

controlled.ò ï Cicero. 106-43 B.C. 

Cradles of Eminence:   Childhoods of 

More Than 700 Famous Men and Women 
By Victor Goertzel, Mildred Goertzel,  

Ted Goertzel, and  Ariel Hansen 

  

Great Potential Press; 2 edition (January 2004) 

Paperback: 456 pages    $16.47 

ISBN-10: 0910707561     ISBN-13: 978-0910707565 
 

What were the common 

childhood experiences of 700 

eminent adults? Among things, 

they disliked school; their 

families valued education; they 

had strong mothers; and they 

grew up feeling "different" 

from others. This exciting 

update of the 1964 classic 

includes information from 

"Three Hundred Eminent 

Personalities" (1978), as well 

as from new biographies 

published in the last six years. 

Key findings include: 

¶ Most had at least one ambitious parent who was 

striving and driving. 

¶ Their parents were highly opinionated 

¶ Their parents often held unconventional opinions that 

were shocking, even antagonistic, to others. 

¶ Many of the parents--especially mothers--dominated 

their children's lives. 

¶ As children, few liked school, and still fewer liked their 

teachers. 

Cartoon by Nick D. Kim,     

    http://www.lab -initio.com 
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The PhACT Calendar is open to members and non-members who wish to announce meetings and events of other groups of which they are 

interested or affiliated.   These events should be of some general interest to the Skeptical or Scientific community and should be within a 

reasonable radius of Philadelphia. Send submissions to the editor at phactpublicity@aol.com. Keep the announcements brief.   Space is lim-

ited and insertions will be made on a first come-first served basis after the needs of PhACT are accomplished.  Phactum does not accept 

paid advertising.  

Dr. David Cattell, Chairman of the Physics Department of Community College of Philadelphia hosts 

meetings of PhACT - at 2:00 PM on the third Saturday of most months at Community 

College of Philadelphia, in Lecture Room C2-28 in the Center for Business and Industry at 

the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets.     Parking is easily available but is no longer free 

for PhACT attendees at CCP events.  The Saturday parking rate is $3.50.  Enter the college 

parking lot on 17th Street which is one way south bound.    This meeting site is handicap 

accessible.  PhACT Meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.  

 

 

Saturday, February 20, 2010 - Conspiracy Theories in Science.     Ted Goertzel of Rutgers University will 

speak to us on "Conspiracy Theories in Science" and will give some up to date insights on the global warming 

email scandal.    See Page 1. 

 

Saturday, March 20, 2010  -  TBA  

 

Saturday, April 17, 2010  -  TBA 

 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 at 7:30 PM.    Pierre Teilhard de 

Chardin: The China years.   With Kathleen Duffey, SSJ, Ph.D., 

Professor of Physics, Chestnut Hill College.  

 How did Jesuit paleontologist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin sus-

tain his spirit under the burden of long years of exile and rejection 

by church authorities? What supports were available to him despite 

the fact that his ef- forts to live out a vision that he discerned to be 

of God were continually thwarted? In this lecture, Dr. Duffy will 

explore the clues to Teilhardôs spiritual depth found in his letters to 

his family and friends and plumb more deeply our own source of 

spiritual strength. 

 This talk and all talks in Metanexus Science and Spirit lecture 

series are free to the public and will take place at 7:30 pm in Con-

gregational Hall of Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church, 625 Mont-

gomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr. For more info: (484) 592-0304 or 

info@metanexus.net 

 

Friday, February 12, 2010 - Delaware Valley Mensa Gen-

eral Membership Meeting 

© The Economy, Financial Investments, and Tax Change - Dur-

ing the past twenty four months we have been bombarded with 

rhetoric and propaganda as to what the next four years will look 

like.      Change and Hope were the key buzz words and sound 

bites that were on every bodyôs lips.    Now the cold, hard reality 

is history. Now is a good time to reevaluate your financial situa-

tion.  What did Hope, what did Change translate into?    What 

does this all mean to your wallet and your retirement ac-

count.    Our speaker this month is Edward Marden is a tax con-

sultant with H and R Block. He will discuss such topics as, but 

not limited to:  

© the changes in the tax laws, 

© what we need and can do to maximize our returns  

© what we need and can do to minimize our chances for audit, 

© how to use the changing tax laws to our advantage during 2007.  

© The decline in the dollar value and what that means to us as indi-

viduals  

A very timely topic, if there ever is one..      

 The General Membership Meeting will be held at the Police 

Administration Building, 750 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA.    This 

meeting is DVM's only activity specifically open to the public, so 

feel free to invite your friends and relatives.   Door prizes will once 

again be awarded, sponsored by Chocolate.   The dinner is at 6:00 

and the meeting will begin promptly at 8:00. The meeting is free. 

PS:  Don't let traffic on the Schuylkill Expressway interfere with 

attending.  Consider taking SEPTA and exiting at Market Street 

East / Gallery, it is only a two block walk to the Police Administra-

tion Building. Contact Pete Stevens ( pete.stevens@phila.gov ) for 

more information. 

 

 

     Saint Valentineôs Events 
 

 Saturday, February 13  and 

 Sunday February 14. 

See next page. 
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Saturday, February 13, 2010 

'TIL DEATH DO US PART:  

THE LOVE STORIES OF LAUREL HILL CEMETERY  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Love and DeathéThe preferred subjects of poets and philoso-

phers across eras and oceanséSubjects intertwined in their great 

mystery, in their power to inspire, to destroy, and to change our 

worlds forever. 

  Some may contend that Death can not bring an end to true 

Love, while others deem only Love itself to be colder, more unfor-

giving than Death. The love stories of Laurel Hill are as varied as 

the hearts from which they have sprungéHearts no longer intact, 

though perhaps still beatingéfor someoneésomewhere. 

  Join us in honoring the ñspiritò of Valentinesô Day for The Love 

Stories of Laurel Hill, a walking tour of Laurel Hill Cemetery to 

take place on Saturday, February 13th at 4:00pm. While many of 

the stories weôll hear may certainly warm our hearts, the rest of our 

appendages will be subject to the ñstone-coldò of a cemetery win-

ter. Please dress appropriately. Hot beverages will be provided at 

the start of the program; red wine and sultry bites will warm your 

flesh afterwards.  

 The program cost is $25 per person. As space is limited, ad-

vance registration is required. Please call 215-228-8200, or email 

tours@thelaurelhillcemetery.org, to reserve a space for you and 

your beloved. 

 

Sunday, Feb. 14, 2010, 3-4:30 p.m.    

 VALENTINEôS DAY WITH THE JAMESON SISTERS.    

 

Terry Kane, vocals and Ellen Tepper, Celtic 

harp.  500 years of Love Songs. Register for 

this FREE event in the Library Office, Abing-

ton Free Library, 1030 Old York Road, Abing-

ton, PA 19001, 215-885-5180, ext. 15 or by 

email. 

 

 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010 7 PM  -   Philadelphia: Game-

Changing Advances in Medicine  at the Franklin Theater, in the 

Franklin Institute at 20th Street and the Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

in Philadelphia, 

 The Philadelphia region is home to some of the top medical 

research in the country, and two recent studies have captured the 

world's attention. Meet with cutting-edge researchers as they ex-

plain and answer questions for the public about their extraordinary 

investigationsðand inform us of the far-reaching ramifications of 

their studies.  

 Dr. Katherine High of the Center for Cellular and Molecular 

Therapeutics at CHOP and Dr. Jean Bennett, Kirby Professor of 

Ophthalmology at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medi-

cine, present the exciting research behind the gene therapy work 

that has improved or restored vision to the congenitally blindðand 

may be the first step in medical science's goal of using gene therapy 

to cure disease. 

 Autism gene research was named one of TIME's Top Ten 

Medical Breakthroughs of 2009ðresearch led by Dr. Hakon Ha-

konarson, director of the Center for Applied Genomics at CHOP 

and associate professor of Pediatrics at Penn School of Medicine, 

and Dr. Gerard Schellenberg, professor of Pathology and Labora-

tory Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medi-

cine explores the meaning of his team's work in understanding the 

complex genetic structure of autism spectrum disordersðand their 

recent discoveries around the genetic risk of autism.  

Event is free with registration. Please call 215.448.1254. 

 

Saturday, April 10, 2010 at 3 P.M.  -  TITANIC'S FLOATERS: 

Recovery, Preparation, and Disposition.  -   According to the 

statistics from the existing records of the White Star Line, manag-

ing company of the R.M.S. Titanic, there were 98 passengers des-

tined for Pennsylvania on that fateful voyage in April of 1912. Of 

that number, 45 were from the Philadelphia area. Six of these are 

entombed or memorialized at Laurel Hill Cemetery. 

  Every year in April, Laurel Hill Cemetery commemorates the 

solemn anniversary of the sinking of the ñShip of Dreams.ò The 

event commences with a walking tour of Laurel Hill, where we 

visit the burial places of the Titanic passengers, and hear their 

unique stories. The tour continues at West Laurel Hill Cemetery, 

where six additional Titanic-related men and women rest. Follow-

ing the walking tours, a slide-supported presentation will highlight 

the connection between Philadelphia and the Titanic; this yearôs 

focus is not on the survivors or the bodies immediately recovered at 

the scene of the disaster, but on the bodies that later re-emerged 

from the depths. The evening is always capped off by a sumptuous 

feast that replicates the one served aboard Titanic on that final, fate-

ful day. 

  Widener University Professor and Resident Folklorist, Dr. J. 

Joseph Edgette, hosts this annual event, which will take place start-

ing at 3:00pm on Saturday, April 10, 2010. The cost is $25 per per-

son for the tours only, and $75 per person for the entire package, 

including tours, presentation and dinner. Advance registration is 

required. Space is limited, so make your reservations early by call-

ing 215-228-8200. 

 

Wednesday, April 14, 2010   at 7:30 PM. - Metanexus Lecture: 

Peter Dodson,  Professor of Anatomy and Paleontology, University 

of Pennsylvania. "God and the Dinosaurs".  At Bryn Mawr Pres-

byterian Church 625 Montgomery Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

Saturday, May 1, 2010    Public Paranormal Investigation of 

Eastern Sate Penitentiary  Cost : $100 per person for 9 hours at 

the prison!! from 5pm - 2am. There will be a brief guided tour 

along with the history of the prison, then we will break off into 

groups and start investigating. you will be grouped with experi-

enced investigators and learn how to perform a true paranormal 

investigation in one of the most active locations in our area. The 

best part is, all Proceeds are going directly to the Hospital Restora-

tion Project at Eastern State! let's help preserve this piece of his-

tory!   Details to follow.    See the PIRA website: 

http://home.comcast.net/~parainvestigator/Index/Main.html 

  

mailto:tours@thelaurelhillcemetery.org
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1700 West Montgomery Avenue 

, Philadelphia, PA  19121 

ph 215-763-6529     www.wagnerfreeinstitute.org 

 
The Wagner Free Institute of Science announces its free science 

courses for Winter/Spring 2010.  The courses run from five to ten 

weeks. Lectures are held in the evening and last approximately one 

and a half hours. The courses are taught on an introductory college 

level and are appropriate for adults wishing to enrich their knowl-

edge of the sciences, as well as for motivated junior and senior high 

school students.  

  

Global Change, Mass Extinctions, and Biodiversity in the Fossil 

Record, Professor William B. Gallagher. Saturday, January 30, 

2010, beginning at 10:15 AM. 10 Saturdays. University of Pennsyl-

vania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, 33rd and Spruce 

Streets. This course will consider the linkages between environ-

mental change and biodiversity fluctuations by studying the geo-

logic record of mass extinctions. It will also look at biotic recovery 

and diversity rebounds after extinctions. No preregistration re-

quired. 

Introduction to Pollination Biology , Professor Tatyana Livshultz. 

Monday, April 5, 2010, beginning at 6:30 PM. 6 Mondays. Penn-

sylvania Horticultural Society, 100 N. 20th Street. This course will 

survey the science of pollination biology, including the discovery 

of plant pollinations in the late 17th century, plant adaptation to 

animal pollination and how they evolve, and the importance of pol-

lination to human society. This course requires preregistration. To 

preregister, call 215-763-6529, ext. 23, beginning Monday, No-

vember 16, 2009. 

Introduction to Birding in the Delaware Valley, Professor Clif-

ford Hence. Wednesdays, April 7 - April 28, 2010 (6:30-7:45 PM) 

and Saturdays, May 1, 8 &15 (3 field trips from 8:00-11:00 AM). 

Independence Branch of the Free Library, 18 S. 7th Street and three 

field trips to local parks. This course will provide an introduction to 

birding in the region, including when and where to bird, and how to 

identify species in the field. No preregistration required. 

 

All courses, unless otherwise indicated, are offered free of charge. 

For full course information and syllabuses, call 215-763-6529 or 

visit www.wagnerfreeinstitute.org 

 

Lectures 
February 11, 2010 at 5 PM  -  A History of North Broad Street. 
A lecture by Robert Morris Skaler.  Part of the series North of Cen-

ter: A History of Broad Street presented by the North Philadelphia 

Arts and Culture Alliance. 

 

Thursday, March 4, 2010  -   "Stories Behind the Species: Ani-

mals at Risk"  -  Presented by DR. SCOTT McROBERT,  St. Jo-

seph's University 

4:00 - 7:00 PM   Lecture at 5:30 PM 

 We are living in the midst of a mass extinction. 

 While the world is seeking solutions to a complicated series of 

environmental concerns, everything from global climate change to 

searches for new sources of energy, few people realize that animal 

and plant species are disappearing at an alarming rate. And while 

mass extinctions have occurred before, this is the first time in 

which the activities of one species, humans, are responsible for 

elevated rates of extinction of species across the entire planet. 

 In this talk, Dr. Scott McRobert will provide a general over-

view of the current causes of extinction, and tell stories about 

amazing animals, some still alive, some lost forever. If weather 

permits, Dr. McRobert will bring along some endangered species 

from his lab. 

 Dr. Scott McRobert has been fascinated by animals all of his 

life and says that his work as a scientist isnôt much different from 

the things he did as a child. Dr. McRobert received his bachelorôs 

degree in biology from Juniata College, his masterôs degree and 

Ph.D. in behavioral genetics from Temple University, and studied 

pheromone biochemistry as a postdoctoral fellow at Montana State 

University and the University of Hawaii. He is currently a profes-

sor of biology at Saint Josephôs University where he studies animal 

behavior, ecology and evolution. As part of his work, Dr. 

McRobert oversees the Biodiversity Laboratory at St. Joeôs, which 

house hundreds of rare, exotic and highly endangered animal spe-

cies. 

   

Saturday, March 27 at 1:00 PM   -   Westbrook Lecture 2010   

Dr. Bonnie Basslerm  "I Am One of You:  The Secret Language 

of Bacteria".    Until recently, it was not believed that disease-

causing bacteria could communicate with each other. Scientists 

have been aware of communication in a few marine species since 

the 1970s, however these were considered an anomaly. While 

studying bioluminescence, Princeton University microbiologist, Dr. 

Bonnie Bassler discovered that cell-to-cell bacterial communica-

tion, also known as quorum sensing, is actually ubiquitous in the 

bacterial world.  

 It is her goal to understand quorum sensing and the molecular 

mechanisms bacteria use to communicate with one another in order 

to combat deadly bacterial diseases. Dr. Bassler's latest studies sug-

gest that interfering with their communication could prevent bacte-

ria from mounting a deadly assault on their host organism, a dis-

covery that may provide an alternative to traditional antibiotics in 

fighting disease, especially ones that are prone to drug resistance.  

 Dr. Bassler is the Squibb Professor of Molecular Biology at 

Princeton University. The recipient of a MacArthur "genius" grant, 

she will discuss her groundbreaking research, revealing that bacte-

ria are much more sophisticated than anyone ever realized.  

 

Talk begins at 1 PM 

The museum will be open from 12-4 PM 

 
Thursday, May 20, 2010 

"Silent, Weird, Beautiful: 

Philadelphia's City Hall and It's Architect" 

Presented by DR. MICHAEL LEWIS,  Williams College 

4:00 - 7:00 PM   Lecture at 5:30 PM 

 

Family Program 

Saturday, April 24, 2010  - 3rd Annual Natural History Road 

Show.    Presented by the Wagner Free Institute of Science 

and a panel of experts specializing in plants, shells, insects,  rocks 

and minerals 

Presentation at 1:00 PM 

Road Show from 2:00 to 4:00 PM 

Bring your treasures! 
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The College of Physicians of Philadelphia 

19 South Twenty-Second Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

(215) 563-3737 x304     

http://www.collphyphil.org/prog_calendar.htm 

 

College of Physician lectures and programs are free.  There may be 

a fee at some receptions. 

 
 

Tuesday, March 9, 2010 at 6:30PM 

Ethics, Turning a Job Into a Profession 

 At this lecture, John Baird, PhD will discuss the nature of ethics, 

including the overlap between ethics and criminal law. He will then 

consider a number of situations in clinical practice in which ethical 

dilemmas can arise, and include some discussion of the ways in which 

psychopathic disorder can give rise to ethical problems for doctors 

irrespective of their specialty. Finally, he will discuss some strategies for 

dealing with the ethical issues which arise for all medical practitioners in 

day to day practice. 

Free, but register for this event at:  http://www.eventbrite.com/

event/512546039 

  
Friday, March 19, 2010      4 - 5:30PM 

Philadelphia Area Colloquium in the History of Science, Technology 

and Medicine: From Fish to Man: MACOS and Animal Objectivity  

 Discussion of a paper by Erika Lorraine Milam, PhD, Assistant 

Professor, Department of History, University of Maryland, College Park.  

 Following the successful Soviet launch of the Sputnik satellite in 1957, 

it seemed clear to U.S. legislators that Americans had fallen behind in the 

race for space. One way to ensure a democratic tomorrow for the next 

generation was to improve the quality of science education in public school 

classrooms. Beginning with the physical and mathematical sciences, 

curriculum reform efforts quickly extended to the biological and social 

sciences. By the early 1960s, a group of anthropologists and educators 

were collaborating on a new pedagogical program called Man: A Course of 

Study, or MACOS. The authors of MACOS looked for a way to transport 

elementary school students virtually to the far reaches of the world so that 

they could discover what it was to be human through the careful study of a 

different human culture. MACOS, however, turned into a political 

battleground over the appropriate use of other cultures as a pedagogical 

model for teaching American children. Some people objected to claims that 

all cultural solutions to biological problems were morally equivalent. 

Biology came to vie with anthropology in the classroom, and for a time, 

the use of primates as models of human society was far less controversial 

than examining other cultures. 

Sponsored by the F.C. Wood Institute for the History of Medicine and the 

Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science. 

NOTE: This colloquium involves discussion of an academic paper that will 

be posted at www.pachs.net in early March.  Please register online, here, 

or contact info@pachs.net for further information. 

  
Friday, April 2, 2010     5:30 - 7PM 

Exhibit Grand Opening for Corporeal Manifestations 

 Corporeal Manifestations is a unique collaboration between the Mütter 

Museum and curator Sasha K. Reibstein, Assistant Professor of Art, 

Director of Ceramics Palomar College, which highlights artists who create 

traditional ceramic figurative work by exploring the psychology of our 

biological existence. The multidisciplinary exhibition interprets the 

documentation and display of medical specimens and their conditions in 

three-dimensional objects from clay, one of the most natural materials 

available to artists. Medical research and ceramic arts reflect on how we 

understand our physical selves and construct how perceptions of the human 

body. The work exhibited ranges from the strong realism of Tip Tolandôs 

and Christina Westôs life-size figures to Jason Briggs and Jessica Kruetter's 

abstract forms which resemble body parts and organs, focusing on the 

sensual and visceral. Artists Roxanne Jacksonôs and Kate MacDowell's 

sculptures depict realistic anatomical parts that blend with elements from 

nature, exploring our relationship and dominance over the natural world. 

Sponsored by the Mütter Museum of The College of Physicians of 

Philadelphia. 

NOTE: Registration is not required for this event. 

Science on Tap,   

A Science Café 
 

Science on Tap is a monthly 

gathering in Philadelphia for 

anyone who is interested in 

getting together with other people to discuss a range of engaging 

science topics.  

Held at National Mechanics, a relaxed, convivial bar in Old City, 

Science on Tap features a brief, informal presentation by a scientist 

or other expert followed by lively conversation. The goal is to pro-

mote enthusiasm for science in a fun, spirited, and accessible way, 

while also meeting new people. Please come join the conversation!  

On the second Monday of each month at 6:00 PM.   

 

What's On Tap   

 

February 8, 6:00 p.m. 

ñImperialism and the Family Business: Population Structure 

and Political Change on the Central Coast of Peruò  
Lori Jahnke, S. Gordon Castigliano CLIR Fellow at The College of 

Physicians of Philadelphia 

The Late Intermediate Period (A.D. 1000ï1450) on the coast of 

Peru was the scene for a complex array of social, political, and eco-

nomic interactions. During this period, the Chancay culture of the 

Central Coast flourished in the face of northern pressure from the 

encroaching Chimú Empire and the consolidation of the seafaring 

Chincha polity to the south. Jahnke examines osteological and ar-

chaeological data to reconstruct Pre-colonial population structure on 

the Central Coast of Peru and discusses the challenges for conduct-

ing bioarchaeological research amidst ongoing archaeological site 

destruction. 

Presented by the Mütter Museum of The College of Physicians of 

Philadelphia. 

  

March 8, 6:00 p.m. 

ñThe Impact of Meteors on the Origin and Early Evolution of 

Lifeò  

Alexandra Krull Davatzes, Assistant Professor in the Department of 

Geology, Temple University 

Presented by the American Philosophical Society (APS) Mu-

seum.  

 

National Mechanics   22 South Third St.   Philadelphia PA 19106 

215-701-4883  

 

Free and Open to the public (age 21+)  or minors accompanied by a 

chaperone 25+.  Want to join the Science on Tap mailing list?  Con-

tact us at scienceontapphilly@gmail.com and include "subscribe to 

mailing list" as the subject line  
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APS Museum Calendar:  

January ïMay 2010 
 

Second Sundays at the APS Museum   1-4pm 

APS Museum, Philosophical Hall,  104 S. 5th St. 

Family-friendly afternoons (ages 5+) at the APS Museum, 

featuring activities and/or demonstrations inspired by the 

Dialogues with Darwin exhibition.  

 

February 14: Wiggly Worms with teaching artist Shelley Hedlund 

March 14: Create plant imprints 

April 11 : Book arts with artist Rosae Reeder 

May 9: Make your own magic lantern 

 

 

The Tract House: A Darwin Addition 

January 29-April 11, 2010  Hours: Friday-Sunday, 11 a.m.- 5 p.m.    

First Fridays until 8 p.m. 

231 N. Third St. 

 The Tract House: A Darwin Addition presents an 

evolutionary twist on classic religious tracts. Artist Lisa Anne 

Auerbach and a graphic designer have created printed ephemera 

based on writing that was both commissioned from artists and 

solicited from the public. The completed tracts are displayed at 231 

N. Third St. where visitors can peruse the many versions and take 

what they wish, free of charge. Auberbach hopes that the tracts will 

ñeducate, activate, infuriate, explicate, obfuscate, and titillate.ò The 

project focuses on the democratic aspect of the printed image ï the 

implied necessity for dissemination of the multiple. 

 

The Darwin Music and Poetry Project 

February 19 at 8pm  

February 21 at 2pm 

Franklin Hall, 427 Chestnut St. 

 The APS Museum and Network 

for New Music have joined forces 

for an evening of new chamber 

works inspired by the ideas, the 

life, and the writings of Darwin. 

Philadelphia composer Maurice 

Wright has been commissioned to 

create an original work for 

instrumental ensemble, projected 

video, and computer sound that will 

start the evening. Composers and 

poets involved in Networkôs 

innovative Poetry Project series 

(now in its sixth incarnation) will then take the stage to present 

new works for voice (baritone Randall Scarlata) and small 

ensemble. The text for these pieces will be works by  Philadelphia-

area poets created in response to the  dialogues exhibition. Each 

score will be the work of a student composer from Philadelphia-

area universities. 

Ticket prices:   $20 General Admission; $15 Seniors; $10 Students 

with ID. Tickets are $5 more at the door - youôll save money if you 

buy in advance!     (cash, check, or credit card - there is a small fee 

for credit card purchases).    Tickets available on NNMôs website : 

networkfornewmusic.org/tickets  or by phone: 215.848.7647 

 

March 5, 2010 at 6:30pm 

Lisa Anne Auerbach, ñPass It Onò  

Artistôs lecture 

(Preceded by Thomas ñ2masò Struck rapping on Darwin) 

APS Museum, 104 S. Fifth Street 

 Tantalizing agitprop in the form of religious tracts and 

sweaters? Paeans to the survival of small, DIY businesses? LA 

artist Lisa Anne Auerbach will stir you to action with her witty, 

colorful, and unlikely art works. Auerbach will discuss (among 

other projects) her current collaboration with the APS Museum and 

Philagrafika on The Tract House: A Darwin Addition, which 

presents an evolutionary twist on classic religious tracts to get the 

word out about Darwin and his ideas.  

Please rsvp to rsvp@apsmuseum.org 

 

March 23 at 6:30pm 

Karen Snetselaar, Professor and Chair of Biology, Saint Josephôs 

University ñCharles Darwin the Experimental Botanistò 

Franklin Hall, 427 Chestnut St. 

 Lecture in collaboration with the Pennsylvania Horticultural 

Society. The lecture is followed by a wine reception and curatorial 

tour with Sue Ann Prince.  

$20 admission,  $10 admission for Friends of APS and PHS 

members.   To register and purchase tickets, please contact Carol 

Dutill at 215-988-8869 or cdutill@pennhort.org 

 

Friday, March 26, 2010 at 5:30 PM  

The Architectural Ethics of Frank Furness 

MICHAEL J. LEWIS  

5:30 PM  

Benjamin Franklin Hall, 427 Chestnut Street 

 Michael J. Lewis is Faison-Pierson-Stoddard Professor of Art 

at Williams College. He writes widely on art and culture, and his 

essays have appeared in the New York Times, the Wall Street 

Journal, and the Atlantic Monthly, and his books include Frank 

Furness: Architecture and the Violent Mind and American Art and 

Architecture.  In 2008 he received a Guggenheim Fellowship for 

his study of Utopian societies. The Philadelphia architect Frank 

Furness designed some of the most 

imaginative and idiosyncratic 

buildings of the Victorian era, 

inc lud ing the Pennsylvan ia 

Academy of the Fine Arts and the 

Fisher Fine Arts Library of the 

University of Pennsylvania. Since 

his rediscovery in the 1960s, after 

generations of ridicule and neglect, 

he is now regarded as one of 

Philadelphiaôs great cultural figures. 

This lecture will show how his 

architecture rested on a rich and 

complex ethical basis, which was shaped by the transcendentalist 

philosophy of Ralph Waldo Emerson, and which Furness passed 

on to his pupil Louis Sullivan. 

Reception: 5:30 p.m., Program: 6:00 p.m. 

RSVP:  sduffy@amphilsoc.org or call Reception Desk (215) 440-

3400 

 

For more information about these and other upcoming APS events, 

visit www.apsmuseum.org 
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2009-10 Penn 

Science Café  

Schedule 
 

The Penn Science Café, the lecture series that hauls science out of 

the lab and treats it to a night on the town.  Free and open to the 

public, it's an opportunity to pitch questions to leading scientific 

experts. 

 

 6 P.M. @ the MarBar, 40th and Walnut street location, 2nd floor of 

the Marathon Grill, menu items available for purchase 

RSVP to Jordan Reese, jreese@upenn.edu or 215-573-6604. 

RSVP's are encouraged, but we aren't sticklers. 

 

 

 

¶ Jan 20, 2010, Ruth Schwartz Cowan, History and Sociology of 

Science: DNA Banks and Genetic Tests, Should I make a 

deposit?  Should I take one? 

¶ Feb 16, Max Mintz, Department of Computer Science 

Quantum Computing 

¶ March 17, Jonathan Moreno, History and Sociology of Science: 

Bioethics in Washington 

¶ April 14, Josh Plotkin, Department of Biology 

: A Viral Evolution  

¶ May 12, Robert Kurzban, Department of Psychology:  

The Cognitive Process Behind Hypocrisy 

The Academy of Natural Sciences 

 

Center for Environmental Policy 
ñPhiladelphiaôs Window on the Environmentò 

 

Upcoming Public Events 
 

Tuesday, February 23, 2010 

Awakening The Dreamer, Changing The Dream Symposium 

5:30 - 6:00; Reception and light refreshments                                                                              

 6:00 - 9:30 pm; Program (includes short break). 

Registration is limited!  

http://phillyawakeningthedreamer.eventbrite.com/ 

 The Symposium is dedicated to awakening hopeful new 

perspectives for building a new future...one that is built on 

sustainable practices, spiritual fulfillment, and social justice. The 

Awakening The Dreamer, Changing The Dream Symposium looks 

directly at 'where we are' presently and how to move forward with 

hope and empowered vision. 

 In this condensed symposium, participants are asked to face 

issues directly, to process them collectively, and to move in to 

'awakening' - a place of individual and collective empowerment. 

Participants explore our present day culture through inspiring 

video, up-to-date facts and figures, and dynamic group interaction. 

 The Awakening The Dreamer, Changing The Dream 

Symposium is an initiative of the Pachamama Alliance, a San 

Francisco based non-profit whose mission it is to preserve the 

Earth's tropical rainforests by empowering the indigenous peoples 

who are its natural custodians, and to contribute to a global vision 

of equity and sustainability for all. 

For more information on the Pachamama Alliance, please 

visit:  www.pachamama.org 

 

 

 

 

Monday, March 25, 2010 

2nd Annual Mid-Atlantic Cleantech Investment Forum                                           

 

Blank Rome's Energy Industry Group and  The Academy of 

Natural Sciences Center for Environmental Policy, are pleased to 

sponsor the 2nd Annual Mid-Atlantic Cleantech Investment 

Forum. The program will be moderated by Blank Rome partners, 

Thomas Dwyer and Lou Rappaport, and will feature a panel of 

experts and thought leaders discussing cleantech venture and 

corporate investing as well as a showcase of leading Mid-Atlantic 

cleantech companies. 

With additional support from:  Cleantech Alliance Mid-Atlantic 

For more information, contact: Lorrie Scott 

 Scott-la@BlankRome.com 

 

Upcoming Programs: 

Spring Socially Responsible Investment Series: Details TBA 

(March, April, May) 

© Thursday, Feb. 18, 2010, Urban Sustainability 

ForumInstitutional Approaches to Sustainability (Speakers: 

TBA) 

© Thursday, March 18, 2010, Urban Sustainability Forum 

Building Codes  (Speakers: TBA) 

© Monday, May 10, 2010: Annual Cheryl Beth Silverman 

Memorial Lecture, featuring Dr. Sylvia Earle, Oceanographer. 

This program is co-sponsored by The Academy of Natural 

Sciences and The Explorerôs Club with the generous support 

of The Silverman Family. 

  

Unless otherwise noted, all Town Square programs are held in the 

Auditorium, Academy of Natural Sciences, 1900 Benjamin 

Franklin Pkwy, Philadelphia PA.  All Town Square Events are free 

and open to the public.  For more information, contact 

cep@ansp.org. 
The Center for Environmental Policy is made possible by the 

generous assistance of the William Penn Foundation and the 

Environmental Associates of the Academy. 

 

Center for Environmental Policy  

The Academy of Natural Sciences 

1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia, PA 19103 

www.ansp.org/environmental/ | 215-299-1108 | cep@ansp.org 
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 Events and exhibits at 

Chemical Heritage Foundation 

315 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19106 
Tel: 215-925-2222 Å Fax: 215-925-1954 

http://www.chemheritage.org 

 

Events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.  

 

Tuesday, February 9, 2010   12:00 PM to 1:00 PM 

Brown Bag Lecture: James R. Voelkel, "The Digital Edition of 

Isaac Newtonôs Alchemical Papers: Challenges and Promises"  

 

Thursday, February 11, 2010     10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Joseph Priestley Society Symposium: ñThe Incubation of 

Science-Based Start-Up Companiesò  

Open to the public. Free for Robert Boyle Society members 

(please register by phone). Registration required 

 

 

Tuesday, February 16, 2010   12:00 PM to 1:00 PM 

Brown Bag Lecture: Robert D. Hicks, "Bringing Physics to 

Physicians"  

 

 

Tuesday, February 23, 2010    12:00 PM to 1:00 PM 

Brown Bag Lecture: Jo Ann Caplin, "Is She or Isnôt Sheða 

Leonardo?"  

 

Brown Bag Lectures are free and open to the public. RSVP 

Requested 

 

Ongoing exhibitions 
 

Transmutations: Alchemy in Art (exhibit) : 

Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., by appointment only 

Call 215-925-2222 to make an appointment.  

 

The Whole of Nature and the Mirror of Art: Images of 

Alchemy (exhibit)  

Du Pont Gallery 

Free and open to the public.  

The Zwaanendael Museum  
 

 Built in 1931 in Lewes, Delaware, the Zwaanendael Museum was created 

to honor the 300th anniversary of Delaware's first European settlement, 

Zwaanendael, founded 1631. The museum models the former City Hall in 

Hoorn, the Netherlands. It has 17th century Dutch elements such as stepped 

facade gable, terra cotta roof tiles, carved stonework, and decorated shutters. 

The top of the building's front features a statue of David Pietersen de Vries, 

leader of the expedition that founded Swanendael. 

 The museum's exhibits represent the history of Sussex County by 

revealing the history of those who lived in Delaware's southeastern coast. 

Exhibits include the Swanendael settlement, Cape Henlopen Lighthouse, the 

bombardment of Lewes by the British in the War of 1812, pilots of the 

Delaware River and Bay, and the ever-changing Delaware coastline. 

 

Zwaanendael Museum, 102 Kings Highway (Kings Highway at Savannah 

Road), Lewes, DE 19958.   Phone: (302) 645-1148    Wednesday-Saturday, 

10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.    Open on Labor Day, Memorial Day and July 4th. Hours 

subject to change. 

Admission is Free and open to the public. Donations are accepted. 

 

 

 

See page 25 for a report of a PhACT expedition to the Zwaanendael Museum 

to research the ñFijiò Merman.    We thank Bridget Warner and others of 

the museum staff for their cooperation. 
Front entrance of Zwaanendael Museum 

Photo by Bob Clark 


