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President Woodrow Wilson Arrested in Philadelphia 

or ñThe Perils of the Internetò 

From the Philophilia Internet Blog 
http://philaphilia.blogspot.com/2014/07/99-years-ago-in-

philadelphia-end-of.html 

    

  ñIf you look exactly like the current president, don't 

expect to be able to travel the country unnoticed, espe-

cially if you plan on being on the run. At the end of July, 

1915, James K. Lewis was tracked down in Philadelphia 

after 11 months on the lam. This Mount Holly, NJ resi-

dent abandoned his family after selling his carpentry 

business. It all would have worked if the guy didn't look 

exactly like the current president, Woodrow Wilson. 

 Upon being spotted in San Francisco, Lewis, travel-

ing under the name James Landis, started moving east-

ward, going from place to place until people noticed his 

resemblance to Wilson, forcing him to move on. His 

capture came at the hands of Detectives Knox and 

Lowry of the Philadelphia Police, who spotted Woodrow 

Wilson at 3rd and Cumberland Streets and remembered 

that a Wilson double was wanted in Jersey. They ar-

rested him and locked him up at City Hall, where he was 

later extradited to Mount Holly, where he was accused 

of "non-support" of his children.ò 
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Phactumôs Roster of I.R.E.    
(Infamous Rational Errors) 

 

 Phactum contributor Paul Schlueter III has accumulated 

over time a vocabulary listing of many of the egregious flaws 

of thinking, devious tactics of argument, and some pretty 

cool Latin phrases that might sound impressive used at a so-

cial gathering.   This listing is nowhere near complete, but 

has been made into a pamphlet that is available free and only 

at PhACT Meetings.  It is a handy little reference booklet that 

writers of philosophic and political nature might profitably 

keep by their typewriter.   Meeting attendees are invited to 

take one and are invited to participate in expanding the listing 

in the next edition as it is intended to be a collaborative pro-

ject.     

Definitions and examples should be short and to the point 

and may be submitted to the Phactum editor at:   

phactpublicity@aol.com 
 

New entry:  VERISIMILITUDE  - (literally: "semblance of 

truth") An artifice of storytelling which attempts to enhance 

the story's believability by introducing elements which re-

semble or imply truthfulness. (Ex.: "I'm going to tell you a 

true story, witnessed by great and important people.") (Also, 

see Pseudoscience, which often employs scientific-sounding 

language to enhance its own credibility.) 

 While browsing the internet for a Phactum cover picture from an earlier time I happened to 

stumble upon a mug shot that appeared to be President Woodrow Wilson, the mug shot dated 

July 31, 1915.  The text on the front page tells the story about that picture as presented by the 

Philaphilia blogsite. 

    The picture did look a bit suspicious so I contacted Lauren Zalut at Eastern State Peniten-

tiary who kindly passed the item along to researcher Annie Anderson who filled in a few 

facts.    

Fact 1: No one named James Lewis or James Landis or Woodrow Wilson had been booked at 

Eastern State Penitentiary in 1915.   

Fact 2: The inmate number on the placard was that of the notorious bank robber Willie Sutton 

whose career at Easter State Penitentiary was during the 1930ôs and 1940ôs.     

Fact 3: There was indeed a James Lewis who was a President Wilson lookalike wanted by au-

thorities for desertion and non-support, but his crimes were in New Jersey and was 

likely extradited to that state for legal processing.  

Fact 4: The photo of the "inmate" on the Philaphilia blog is a mash-up of President Wilson's Wikipedia photo, 

Willie Sutton's inmate number, and a random date around the time Lewis was arrested in Philadelphia.   

  

 Conclusion:  The story is bogus.   But why?  What was the point of concocting such a tale?  Why besmirch Presi-

dent Wilson at this point in time?    

 During late July 1915 President Wilson, who was not operating under the assumed names of James Lewis or 

James Landis, was quite busy in Washington, DC.  He was protesting the  sinking of RMS Lusitania on May 6, 

President Woodrow 

Wilson  

Wikipedia photo 
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1915.  Lusitania, en route from New York to Liverpool was torpedoed by a German U-boat off the coast of Ireland 

causing 1,198 fatalities including 128 Americans.   On July 28, 1915 the United States Marines invaded Haiti to re-

store order after the assassination of the Haitian President.  Wilson had his hands full and rest assured he was not 

performing his duties from a cell in Eastern State Penitentiary on Fairmount Avenue in Philadelphia.     

 Phactum thanks Lauren Zalut and Annie Anderson and the staff at Eastern State Penitentiary for help in clarifying 

this particular matter of manipulated history.  Happily the blog is but a backwater affair with little impact. 

  

 Rewriting and misreporting history is not a new or uncommon thing and it just so happens that we can relate just 

such a tale that involves Phactum, PhACT member Don Nigroni, Helen Thompson who is a journalist at the Smith-

sonian Institution, and Professor Vaughn Scribner who is a historian currently at University of Central Arkansas, 

famed novelist Alexandre Dumas, and most importantly the bold adventurer Captain John Smith. See ñManipulated 

Historyò on page 10 for more of the sordid details and links to all the details. 

  

 All this leads in very nicely to the PhACT lecture on Saturday, October 17 where John Grant will discuss his 

book Debunk It!  How to Stay in a World of Misinformation.   John will be talking mainly about bunkum science, 

but the same thinking process applies very well  to social sciences such as history, economics, psychology and virtu-

ally every other area of our lives.    See details on page 4. 

  

Ý  Ý  Ý 

 

 

 

Cartoon by T. McCracken 

http://www.mchumor.com/ 

Used by Permission 
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Dr. David Cattell, Chairman of the Physics Department of Community College of 

Philadelphia hosts meetings of PhACT - at 2:00 PM on the third Saturday of most months at 

Community College of Philadelphia.  Parking is easily available and costs $4.00 for all day.   

Enter the college parking garage on 17th Street which is one way south bound.    It opens at 

1:00 PM and closes at 6:00 PM.   This meeting site is handicap accessible.  PhACT Meetings 

are Free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.   
Lectures are generally at Community College of Philadelphia in Lecture Room C2-28 in the 

Center for Business and Industry at the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets,  at 2:00 PM, unless otherwise noted.  

 

Saturday, October 17, 2015 at  2:00 PM  -  Lecture 
In Lecture Room C2-28 in the Center for Business and Industry at the corner of 

18th and Callowhill Streets. 

John Grant will discuss his latest book, Debunk It!  How to Stay Sane in a World of 

Misinformation.  

Spooky Science 

 John Grant, author of a string of books about pseudoscience and the falsehoods purveyed at the fringes of science 

(Discarded Science, Corrupted Science, Denying Science, Debunk It, etc.), returns to PhACT to report on the subject 

of his latest investigation: the attempts to apply science to the supernatural. He'll be focusing on such exciting topics 

as the physics of the soul (does the soul have weight? can it be photographed? can the trail of migrant souls leave 

traces in a bubble chamber? can the soul be improved by appropriately woven underwear?) and, since he's addicted 

to puns, he'll be looking also at the deductive trail that led psychic researchers to the conclusion that S.G. Soal -- the 

British equivalent of J.B. Rhine -- fudged his results. En route he'll glance at the secrets of some of the "most suc-

cessful" psychic detectives, the eagerness of eminent elderly male Victorian scientists to accept the veracity of pretty 

young female spirit mediums, the gullibility of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and the wonderfully refreshing skepticism of 

Harry Houdini, and more . . . 

 John Grant is author of seventy books,  twenty five of which are fiction, the remainder being diverse topics many 

(Continued on page 6) 
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that would appeal to science minded skeptics.    

For more information about John Grant view:   www.johngrantpaulbarnett.com 
 

Some books out now include: 

Debunk It! (YA nonfiction from Zest): http://zestbooks.net/debunk-it/ 

Out now: 
Tell No Lies (new story collection from Alchemy Press): http://tinyurl.com/nha7efg (US) and http://tinyurl.com/

pft3z57 (UK) 

Out now: 
A Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Film Noir: http://tinyurl.com/lfr25o2 

Follow Noirish at http://noirencyclopedia.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 21, 2015 at  2:00 PM  -  Lecture 
In Lecture Room C2-28 in the Center for Business and Industry at the corner of 

18th and Callowhill Streets. 

Dr. Robert Baldassano will discuss:  The Ecosystem Within You, How is it Affect-

ing You?     
  

The ecosystem within you, how is it affecting you?    Did you know your body has over 10 times as many bacterial 

cells as your own cells?  One of the hottest areas of human biology is new revelations on how this previously ig-

nored  complex symbiotic relationship really works.  New research shows the ecosystem within you can have a big 

affect on auto-immune diseases, weight problems and even your emotional state.   Our speaker recently got a large 

grant to set up a research group to study the DNA of the bacteria that live in your intestinal tract.  Come learn about 

what the new local research on this can mean for all of us. 

 

  

 Robert N. Baldassano earned his Doctor of Medi-

cine degree at the State University of New York Health 

Science Center at Brooklyn, College of Medicine.  Dr. 

Baldassano completed his Pediatric Residency and Pedi-

atric Gastroenterology and Nutrition Fellowship at The 

Childrenôs Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).  He is the 

recipient of the Pediatric Housestaff Humanitarian 

Award, the Crohnôs and Colitis Foundation of America 

Research Fellowship Award, the Golden Apple Award 

for Excellence in Pediatric Resident Teaching at Geis-

inger Medical Center, the Education Award for Excel-

lence in Inflammatory Bowel Disease Teaching, Re-

search and Clinical Care, the David Cornfeld Bedside 

Teaching Award, Blockley Osler Teaching Award and 

has been named as a ñTop Doctors in Philadelphiaò for 

the past eighteen years.  He is currently the Colman Dis-

tinguished Professor of Pediatrics at the Perelman School 

of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, Director 

(Continued from page 4) 

Cartoon by Nick D. Kim,    http://www.lab-initio.com 

Used by permission. 
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