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/ÏÈÊÛÜÔ 
3ÏÌɯ-ÌÞÚÓÌŲÌÙɯÈÕËɯ/ÙÖ×ÈÎÈÕËÈɯ.ÙÎÈÕ 

ɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ/ÏÐÓÈËÌÓ×ÏÐÈɯ ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯ

"ÙÐÛÐÊÈÓɯ3ÏÐÕÒÐÕÎ 

)ÜÓàɯɤɯ ÜÎÜÚÛɯɤɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔƕƛ 
 

ÌËÐÛÖÙȯɯɯ1Èàɯ'ÈÜ×Û  ÌÔÈÐÓȯɯɯ ×ÏÈÊÛ×ÜÉÓÐÊÐÛàɑÈÖÓȭÊÖÔ 

A man should never be ashamed 

to own that he has been in the 

wrong, which is but saying... that 

he is wiser today than yesterday. 

Jonathan Swift (1667ï

Ark Encounter  

 In August of 2017 the humble editor of Phactum decided to travel to Williamstown, Kentucky, 

the site of Ark Encounter, a full size and accurate representation of Noahôs Ark and the brain-child 

of Ken Ham,  an Australian evangelist and Young Earth Creationist.  The Ark shown here suppos-

edly conforms to dimensions and descriptions as related in the Holy Bible and interpreted by schol-

ars.  Whatever the degree of accuracy it is an impressive structured 510 feet in length, 85 feet wide, 

The impossible some-

times permits itself 

the luxury of occur-

ring.  

 

~ (Charlie Chan's 

Chance) 
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Phactumôs Roster of I.R.E.    
(Infamous Rational Errors) 

 

 Phactum contributor Paul Schlueter III has accumulated 

over time a vocabulary listing of many of the egregious flaws 

of thinking, devious tactics of argument, and some pretty 

cool Latin phrases that might sound impressive used at a so-

cial gathering. This listing is nowhere near complete, but has 

been made into a pamphlet that is available free and only at 

PhACT Meetings.  

 Meeting attendees are invited to take one and are invited 

to participate in expanding the listing in the next edition as it 

is intended to be a collaborative project. Definitions and ex-

amples should be short and to the point and may be submitted 

to the Phactum editor at:  phactpublicity@aol.com 

 

 
New entry:  OBSCURANTISM - A style of speaking or writing 

characterized by deliberate vagueness or abstruseness, often with 

some self-serving motivation.  Politicians, philosophers, and clergy 

are common practitioners of obscurant rhetoric to blur knowledge.  

and 51 feet high.  A massive wooden structure.  The picture on the front page was the only one where I managed to get a view 

of the entire length of the Ark, unfortunately obscured by some trees.   I have other pictures but due to lack of a 35 mm lens I 

was not able to photograph the entire length from a clear viewing point.  The mashup of two photos below do show the entire 

Ark from the port side (left), a quite handsome image from a distance, perhaps two football fields away.  Unfortunately I have 

no sophisticated photo handling software, but I suspect that readers get the idea.  The starboard side is less picturesque and one 

doubts that Coast Guard scrutiny would be favorable.    Nonetheless, there it is; an accurate replica of the Ark that saved all 

humanity and all species except for those that it didnôt save.   



  Page 3                                                   Phactum                              July/August/September 2017     

 

 Notice the tower by the rudder.  It has a bungie jumping 

platform on one side, zip lines on the other.  Perhaps Noahôs 

sons and daughters in law were into extreme sports.  On that 

day neither of those activities were in progress.  I can not say 

that I know what the purpose of a rudder is in such a vessel 

as it has neither sails, oars, or engines and the major function 

of the Ark is to just float around until the waters of the Flood 

subside.  Perhaps an experienced mariner can provide some 

ideas on that mysterious matter of the rudder. 

  The starboard side of the Ark is a bit less romantic in its 

nature, and one suspects a wee bit less Biblical . Modern Ark 

Building Codes that did not plague Noah are with us today, 

and one can be grateful as the interior was well air-

conditioned and ventilated  as one would hope for an en-

closed floating zoo.    

 Speaking of zoo, Ark Encounter does have a zoo, Ararat 

Ridge Zoo, a few hundred feet from the starboard side.  It 

features a collection of non-carnivorous creatures including 

camels, ostrich, goats, kangaroo, llamas, and some horned 

antelopes that I think may be gnus.   The zoo was very small, 

but the animal pens quite large and well tended.  Admission 

to the zoo is part of the General Admission fee which is $40 

for adults, $31 for old coots like me.  

 One popular attraction close by the zoo is camel and 

donkey  rides.   Kids seem to enjoy it, except perhaps one 

bored young lady pecking away on her cell phone.   

 It did not rain the day I was at the Ark so I had few con-
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cerns of major flooding, but a few thousand years ago things were different 

and there was a sign from The Lord shown on the previous page.  Noah 

and his family took the sign seriously and loaded up for a great adventure 

such as being the last eight people on earth, a kind of dubious status in my 

humble opinion.   

 Noah and his crew quickly assembled every species of animal, two of 

each kind,  and loaded the Ark, presumably by way of the long gangway on 

the port side of the vessel.   Today visitors enter the Ark through a series of 

ramps at the stern, near the rudder.  There are no steps to contend with and 

entry is easy if the crowd is not too overwhelming.  I was there on a Tues-

day, the crowd being big in my opinion, but the parking lot no where near 

capacity.    

 The ramps lead to the first of three decks containing exhibits such as 

animal pens and dioramas depicting some aspect of Ark Life.     

 The picture below shows why God started the Flood.  Things were 

going badly on Earth with wild salacious parties at Sodom and Gomorah as 

depicted in a diorama.   To be honest, it looks like a pretty good party to 

me. 

 On a more serious than lascivious partying note, this pre-Flood diora-

ma shows a dinosaur about to attack slaves/gladiators in the arena.  That 

Noah had provided a great abundance of small 

cages for small animals.   Did not many animals 

become carnivorous after the Fall?   How did 

Noah handle that situation?  Explanations are 

welcome.   Send a Letter to the Editor. 

Larger animals, mammal, reptile, and am-
phibian were kept in larger cages.  Only one 
pair of a Kind was needed as that Kind will in 
some way divide, not evolve, to form many 
sub-species of the Kind.   The picture below 
shows a representative of the Pareiasaur Kind 
which in my opinion is kind of ugly and kind 
of extinct.    
The cage exhibits did not lend themselves well 
to grab-shot photography, and I was reluctant 
to use flash although it is permitted in most 
places on the Ark.    
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should pretty well prove that the Flintstones are good history, 

men and dinosaurs trod the Earth together.    

 Two other decks in the Ark show dioramas and other 

exhibits of daily life on the Ark, and of course the Creation 

story itself is told, with Adam and Eve in the Garden.  An 

interesting retelling of the tale with good graphics and diora-

mas.   Nicely done.  

 On the second or third deck is a colorful diorama depict-

ing Noah leading his family in prayer.  In the diorama are 

Noahôs  three  sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, their wives, 

and Noahôs wife.   The womenôs names are not revealed in 

the Holy Bible, but names have been derived from many ex-

tra-biblical sources.  Unfortunately I did not write down the 

names being used at Ark Encounter. 

 For the purpose of easy identity at Ark Encounter 

the name Emzara is used for Noahôs wife who for cen-

turies did bear no children for Noah, but about a cen-

tury before the Flood had three sons.  At that time No-

ah was a mere boy of 500 years, about 600 during the 

Flood, and he lived another 350 years after the waters 

did subside.  He was 950 years of age at his death, 

only 19 years short of his grandfather, Methuselah, 

who was 969 years of age at his demise.   

 I think there is little doubt that Emzara is Mrs. 

Noahôs correct name since the facilities restaurant is 

called Emzaraôs Kitchen.  The restaurant is big, bibli-

cal in scale, and quite inexpensive for an impressive 

buffet of Southern Cuisine.   

 

 I found Ark Encounter to be very well done, 

pleasant,  and quite interesting.  During my visit no 

one attempted to evangelize me, the staff were very 

polite as were the tourists, and the exhibits were very 

well rendered.   It may be a bit kooky, but so is Disneyland. 

 

Ý  Ý  Ý 
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Dr. David Cattell, Chairman of the Physics Department of Community College of Philadelphia hosts meetings 

of PhACT - at 2:00 PM on the third Saturday of most months at Community College of 

Philadelphia.  Parking is easily available and costs $4.00 for all day.   Enter the college parking 

garage on 17th Street which is one way south bound.    It opens at 1:00 PM and closes at 6:00 

PM.   This meeting site is handicap accessible.  PhACT Meetings are Free and open to the 

public unless otherwise noted.   
Lectures are generally at Community College of Philadelphia in Lecture Room C2-28 in the 

Center for Business and Industry at the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets,  at 2:00 PM, un-

less otherwise noted.    Please try to arrive a few minutes early as the College now requires that meeting attendees 

sign in for security reasons.  ID must be shown. 

 

  

Saturday, September 16, 2017 at 2:00 PM.   The PhACT Lecture Series 

begins for 2017/2018. In Lecture Room C2-28 in the Center for Business and 

Industry at the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets. 

Kenneth Silber, a science and politics journalist, will lecture and lead discussion. 

 
 Science and Politics in a "Post-Truth" Era.   Political polarization has grown in recent years, with bitter arguments 

not just about policies but about facts and sources. Respect for expertise has waned in the face of rising populism. 

What are the implications for science? Political writer Kenneth Silber sketches the historical rise and success of 

American science and its prospects in the current political environment 

Ken Silber is a writer and fact checker for Scientific American among other publications.  He is currently working 

on a history of the Erie Canal.   He has a website:   http://quicksilber.blogspot.com/. 

  

Saturday, October 21, 2017 at 2:00 PM.   PhACT Lecture.   Topic to  be 

determined  In Lecture Room C2-28 in the Center for Business and Industry at 

the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets. 

 

Saturday, November 18, 2017 at 2:00 PM.   PhACT Lecture.   Topic to  be 

determined  In Lecture Room C2-28 in the Center for Business and Industry at 

the corner of 18th and Callowhill Streets. 

 

Ý  Ý  Ý 

Upcoming PhACT Events  
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Letters to the Editor 
Letters  and Rants to the Editor are encouraged.   

Send to PhACTPublicity@aol.com 

 

 

Editor:  There's an article in the May 2017 Scientific 

American about a long-running experiment to domesticate 

foxes. The experiment has been going on since 1959. What 

they do is continually select for tameness for the foxes they 

breed. What's particularly interesting is as the foxes have 

become tame and doglike in their behavior, their appearance 

has also become more doglike--mottled coats, floppy ears, 

shorter snouts, etc.  

 The article is written by an 83-year-old woman who has 

been with the experiment from the beginning. She writes: 

"...nothing could prepare me for the events of the evening of 

July 15, 1974...Pushinka [a tame vixen] rested at my feet. I 

heard footsteps in the distance but thought nothing of it. 

Pushinka, however, sensed danger. But rather than hiding or 

seeking my protection, she sprinted toward the perceived 

intruder and did something that I had never seen her do be-

fore or would see again: she barked, sounding like a guard 

dog...Never before had Pushinka acted in a truly aggressive , 

let alone fierce, manner to any human..." 

 About two minutes after reading that passage, the door-

bell rang. His Royal Iceness Glacier barked. That's common 

in many other dogs, but HRI Glacier never barks at people at 

the door or people walking by the house. (He only barks at 

me, but that's another story.) 

Howard J. Wilk 

Philadelphia 

 
Ý  Ý  Ý 

Your thoughts and opinions are important. 
 So why not share those thoughts with other Phactum readers?  We appreciate letters and articles about 
almost any topic including the seething brains of Lovers and Madmen.  We would very much like correction 
on matters of factual error and polite expression of disagreement of opinion.   Please, no partisan politics or 
angry rants about religion.  You may rebut the ill-tempered Editorõs ramblings with impunity as we promise 
not to stick pins in effigy dolls.    Original poetry is welcome.   No Kardashian tails, please.  
 

Send submissions to the Phactum Editor at :       phactpublicity@aol.com 
 
 

òLovers and madmen have such seething brains 
Such shaping fantasies, that apprehend 

More than cool reason ever comprehends. 
ó  

ɣ William Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night's Dream  

 

From Siberian Times,  27 November 2012 

 

Irina Mukhamedshina, 22, PhD student of Novosibirsk Insti-

tute of Cytology and Genetics with Nyuta the fox  

 

http://siberiantimes.com/science/casestudy/features/how-i

-trained-my-fox-called-anna-to-be-like-a-household-pet-
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Various Ruminations 
of Woo Woo and Real Science  

and some Gossip   
 

Collected/Written by Ray Haupt 

(with help from others) 
 

 

Opioid  Celebrity Deaths and a Grim Coincidence  

 At the PhACT meeting of April 16, 2017 Dr. Paul Offit 

discussed a portion of his new book Pandoraôs Lab: Seven 

Stories of Science Gone Wrong.  He presented two sections 

of the book, one being the matter of death and various infir-

mities caused by illicit use and over prescription of various 

opioid drugs.    

 Two days later there was a news announcement indicat-

ing that the cause of death of Prince, a popular pop music 

icon who died on April 21, 2016, was due to over prescrip-

tion of opioids for pain relief.  

 The plight of Prince is sadly too common as thousands 

of people die each year of that cause.  Most victims are 

mainly unknown, but there plenty of celebrities who had 

died because of improper use of opioids.   John Beluschi is 

one, Chris Farley another.  Add in Janis Joplin,  Philip Sey-

mour Hoffman, Heath Ledger, Brittany Murphy, Anna Ni-

cole Smith, Whitney Houston, and Lenny Bruce.  Sigmund 

Freud died of morphine overdose.  River Phoenix suc-

cumbed to opiates as did Michael Jackson, Sid Vicious, 

Bruce Lee, and in 1977 The King, Elvis Presley died of a 

heart attack quite possibly induced by overuse of various 

drugs including Pethidine, also known as meperidine and 

Demerol, which is a synthetic opioid. 

 Interesting that so many victims are musicians.  

 

More on Pandoraôs Lab 

 In the Sunday Inquirer of April 16, 2017, one day after 

Dr. Offitôs presentation at PhACT, writer Sandy Bauer pre-

sented a short discussion of Pandoraôs Lab: Seven Stories of 

Science Gone Wrong.   Well done. 

 The article may be viewed on line at:   

http://www.philly.com/philly/health/5-questions-On-

heroin-DDT-lobotomies-and-how-science-eventually-gets

-it-right.html 

 

Opium vs Opioid  -  Whatôs the Diff? 

 As a layman not well tuned in to drug matters I have 

often heard of opiates and opioids but never really thought 

about how they might be different.  

 They are, apparently, not so terribly different.  

 An opiate is a substance derived from the poppy plant 

which contains opium. Opiates are sometimes called 

"natural" since the active ingredient molecules are made by 

nature, not manufactured by chemical synthesis. Common 

opiates include morphine and codeine, both made directly 

from poppy plants. 

 An opioid is a substance that is synthetic, meaning the 

active ingredients are manufactured via chemical synthesis. 

Opioids may act just like opiates in the human body, because 

of the similar molecules.  Oxycontin is an opioid. 

 The terms are often used interchangeably. On the street, 

"heroin" may mean synthetic, natural, or semi-synthetic 

compounds. Manufactured opioids like Oxycontin are some-

times called "synthetic heroin".  Genuine "heroin" as origi-

nally formulated is technically considered an opioid, since it 

is chemically manufactured, although molecules from the 

Truth in Advertising  
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opium poppy plant are used in the process. Some of heroin's 

active ingredient molecules are not found in nature. 

 Currently many references are using opioid to refer to 

all opium-like substances (including opiates and opioids), 

and limiting the use of "opiates" to only natural opium poppy 

derived drugs like morphine. 

 

Love the Flat Earth Movement 

The Denver Post had an interesting and amusing article on 

July 13, 2017 entitled ñIôm A Skeptic. And I Love The Flat-

Earth Movementò.    The author, Craig A. Foster, is a profes-

sor of psychology at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colora-

do Springs and is a member of several skeptical organiza-

tions including Colorado Skeptics, National Center for Sci-

ence Education, and Committee for Skeptical Inquiry.  He is 

not a Flat-Earther. 

 In his essay Foster briefly discusses three contradic-

tions:  conspiracy theories, science denial, and science edu-

cation.   In each category Foster is optimistic that the anti-

science espoused by Flat-Earthers and other science deniers 

such as anti-vaxxers and Creationists will only serve to en-

courage real science to eventually be embraced. 

 The article is short and may be accessed at: 

http://www.denverpost.com/2017/07/13/im-a-skeptic-and-

i-love-the-flat-earth/ 

 The web site for Colorado Skeptics is:   

 http://www.coloradoskepticsociety.com/ 

 We notice that there are several ñFlat Earth Societiesò 

so it is a bit difficult to know which one is the original and 

which is the most authoritative.   One is:  https://

www.tfes.org/    This site seems to be active and up-to- date 

and rather interestingly reports that basketball super star 

Shaquille OôNeil is a new member of TFES.   This group 

does have an online discussion forum that is very active: 

https://forum.tfes.org/.    It might be interesting to explore 

and Flat Earth folks are welcome to participate in Phactum 

by presenting ideas in short letters and articles. 

  Meanwhile I remain skeptical until compelling argu-

ment is presented.   

 

PhACT and School Science Fairs in 2018 

 PhACT is planning to participate as judges in the Phila-

delphia and Bucks County school science fairs in 2018.  We 

will be concentrating on middle school, grades 7, 8, and 9.   

We are hoping to raise $600 for awards to 12 students who 

display critical thinking skills to prove or disprove their hy-

pothesis.   We are seeking cash donations for this project 

which are tax deductible and may be submitted to PhACT at 

www.phact.org.    

 

Gambling Addiction 

ǂǃǄǅ   UK    'This year was almost the end' - Ex-England 

star Steven Caulker bravely reveals considering suicide 

as he battled drink and gambling addictions   

Former Tottenham and QPR defender Steven Caulker con-

templated suicide as he struggled with drink and gambling 

problems during one of the lowest points of his career. 

Caulker has given a frank interview about his major issues 

with mental illness and how he is thankful to still be alive. 

The 25-year-old had the world at his feet after making his 

breakthrough at Tottenham and earned a call-up into the 

England squad where he scored on his debut and played 

against Sweden back in 2012. But it was a completely differ-

ent story away from the pitch as Caulker came close to end-

ing his own life after struggling to deal with mental health 

issues.  

 

 

 

Defender of Science 
 

 

At our April 2017 meeting PhACT was proud to pre-

sent Dr. Paul Offit with a token of esteem and appre-

ciation, specifically an engraved medallion acknowl-

edging him as a Defender of Science.  Dr. Offit has 

been a marvelous physician, humanitarian, educator, 

author, and scientist.  Itôs been an honor to associate 

with him and we hope that association continues for 

many years. 
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http://www.mirror.co.uk/sport/football/news/steven-

caulker-suicide-tottenham-england-10709598 

 

ǂǃǄǅ  USA    Nevada Casinos Win More Than $991.6M 

From Gamblers in May    

Casinos across Nevada in May posted their third monthly 

year-over-year revenue increase in a row, pumping the opti-

mism of state gambling regulators. The casinos statewide 

won more than $991.6 million from gamblers last month, 

according to data released Thursday by the Nevada Gaming 

Control Board. The figure represents an increase of 3.5 per-

cent over the year and the second-highest monthly revenue 

in 2017. Table games made up $344.4 million of May's reve-

nue. Slot machines yielded casinos $647.2 million   

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/nevada/

articles/2017-06-29/nevada-casinos-win-more-than-

9916m-from-gamblers-in-may 

 

ǂǃǄǅ  USA     Editorial - Gambling not the way to prop 

up budgets   

 $57.6 million was put into video-gaming terminals last year 

in Bloomington, which collected $730,795 in gaming tax 

revenue. The state's share, minus the winnings paid out, was 

25 percent, or about $3.7 million. That last detail - that gov-

ernment gets a cut of the action from every transaction - is 

one of the important things about the explosion of state-

licensed video gaming, which Illinois legalized in 2012. It 

makes gaming an important revenue stream to municipalities 

at a time of tremendous financial uncertainty in Springfield. 

And therein lies the risk. This money cannot be seen as a 

permanent fix to budget problems. Yes, people should be 

able to spend their money however they want. And business 

owners have every right to make money. However, we can't 

shake the troublesome feeling that video gaming sites are 

targeting those who can hardly afford it, and governments 

are the fiduciary equal of accessories after the fact.  

http://www.pantagraph.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-

gambling-not-the-way-to-prop-up-budgets/

article_cab6334b-93cf-56a5-8e6f-1d77dd2e79de.html 

 

ǂǃǄǅ  Canada - Gambling and trauma study coming up 

short of participants    

A new study offering help to individuals who have problems 

with gambling and trauma in the province is finding it tough 

to find participants. The study, titled Online Coping skills 

counselling for problem gambling and trauma, is a university

-based study running out of Boston University, the Universi-

ty of Windsor and the University of Manitoba and conducted 

by Dr. David Ledgerwood out of Windsor, Dr. Lisa Najavits 

in Boston and Dr. Tracie Afifi in Winnipeg. Researchers 

want at least 84 people to sign up, which they say would net 

them 70 for the study. But as of Monday, they had seven. 

"It's tough," Najavits said. "The vast majority of people with 

problem gambling never seek out treatment. They're known 

to be a very, very hard group to connect with. 

http://www.winnipegsun.com/2017/07/10/gambling-and-

trauma-study-coming-up-short-of-participants 

 

ǂǃǄǅ  USA  - Philadelphia  - William Dombrow Guilty 

Of Fleecing Fellow Priests to Fund Gambling   

A Catholic cleric with a penchant for high-stakes gambling 

and the renowned pop-jazz orchestra Philly Pops has admit-

ted embezzling over half a million dollars from the Philadel-

phia priests' retirement home where, as rector, he undertook 

administrative duties. Monsignor William Dombrow embez-

zled over half a million dollars from a retirement home for 

priests, which he used for gambling, fine dining and indulg-

ing his expensive passion for Philly Pops. The court heard 

that much of the money in the account came either from the 

life insurance payouts of residents of the home who had 

died, or it had been bequeathed to the home by parishioners 

in their wills. Dombrow used much of the money to pay off 

gambling debts, and to go on gambling sprees at casinos in 

Aruba and Florida  

òI am an atheist, out and out. It took me a long time to say it. I've 
been an atheist for years and years, but somehow I felt it was intellec-
tually unrespectable to say one was an atheist, because it assumed 
knowledge that one didn't have. Somehow, it was better to say one 
was a humanist or an agnostic. I finally decided that I'm a creature of  
emotion as well as of  reason. Emotionally, I am an atheist. I don't 
have the evidence to prove that God doesn't exist, but I so strongly 
suspect he doesn't that I don't want to waste my time.ó  
 
 ~Isaac Asimov   (1920  1992), Professor of  biochemistry, writer 
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https://www.casino.org/news/william-dombrow-pleads-

guilty-fleecing-flock-fund-gambling-lifestyle 

 

ǂǃǄǅ  USA  -  Pennsylvania   Slots at your local watering 

hole? Pa. eyes video gaming terminals   

As Pennsylvania's financial hole grows deeper, lawmakers 

are eyeing a proposal that could allow up to 35,000 slots-like 

video gaming terminals at bars, bowling alleys, fire halls, 

social clubs and other businesses. "People have turned a 

blind eye to the fact 

that there's illegal vid-

eo gaming already 

going on in Pennsylva-

nia," one of the strong-

est proponents, Rep. 

Mike Sturla said Mon-

day. According to the 

state police, more than 

15,000 illegal gaming 

machines are currently 

operating statewide. 

(Some proponents 

have offered a 40,000 

figure. Given the na-

ture of the business, 

tracking the flow of 

money can be diffi-

cult.) The proposal has 

garnered strong oppo-

sition, including from 

most of the state's ex-

isting casinos, due to fear it would cut into existing gambling 

revenue and open the door to more underage and problem 

gambling.  

http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2017/05/

video_gaming_terminals_neighbo.html 

 

Ǆǅ  USA    West Virginia fares poorly in gambling study   

In order to call out the states where the gambling problem is 

most prevalent, WalletHub's analysts compared the 50 states 

across 15 key metrics. The data set ranges from presence of 

illegal gambling operations to lottery sales per capita to 

share of adults with gambling disorders. West Virginia is the 

fourth-most gambling addicted state, according to a report 

released this week by WalletHub. Nevada came in as most 

addicted, followed by South Dakota, Montana and then the 

Mountain State. Of the five states bordering West Virginia, 

Ohio was 10th, Maryland 14th, Pennsylvania 27th, Virginia 

28th and Kentucky 47th. (Full report link available)  

https://www.theet.com/news/free/w-va-fares-poorly-in-

gambling-study/article_7afc6eb9-d6ab-5298-b147-

2ff231d07639.html 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Stephen Barrett Reports in Consumer Health Digest 

ƷƷ ñRadiation harmonizer" flunks test  (April 23,2017) 
 CHOICE testing of the Geoclense Home and Work-

place Harmonizer has found that it does not work as claimed. 

The device is a block of green plastic resin with a plug mold-

ed into the back. Orgone Effects Australia claims that when 

its $165 device is plugged in, it will neutralize harmful ef-

fects of radio and electromagnetic frequencies from sources 

such as Wi-Fi, mobile phone towers, your home's smart me-

ter, your neighbor's television, "noxious resonance from 

mold and fungus," and even "human-generated bioplasmic 

radiation" such as "imprints" from emotional stresses and 

"psychic attacks." The tests found that the device drew no 

power when plugged in, had no effect on nearby magnetic 

fields, and failed to detect other measurable effects that the 

marketers touted. [Good vibes guaranteed? CHOICE, March 

6, 2017] 

Note:  CHOICE is a products/services  testing organization 

based in Australia.  It is similar to Consumers Reports in the 

United States.  

 

ƷƷ Raw milk still a serious problem (May 26, 2017)

 After tabulating data from 2009 through 2014, the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has is-

sued another warning about the risks associated with con-

sumption of raw (unpasteurized) dairy products. Outbreak-

related disease burden associated with consumption of un-

pasteurized cow's milk and cheese, United States, 2009ï

2014 which may be found at:   https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/

article/23/6/pdfs/15-1603.pdf 
 Emerging Infectious Diseases 23:957-964, 2017] The CDC 

report concluded: 

The growing popularity of unpasteurized milk in the 

United States raises public health concerns. We esti-

mated outbreak-related illnesses and hospitalizations 

caused by the consumption of cow's milk and cheese 

contaminated with Shiga toxinïproducing Escherichia 

coli, Salmonella spp., Listeria monocytogenes, 

and Campylobacter spp. using a model relying on pub-

licly available outbreak data. In the United States, out-

breaks associated with dairy consumption cause, on 

average, 760 illnesses/year and 22 hospitalizations/

year, mostly from Salmonella and Campylobacter. Un-

pasteurized milk, consumed by only 3.2% of the popula-

tion, and cheese, consumed by only 1.6% of the popula-

tion, caused 96% of illnesses caused by contaminated 

dairy products. Unpasteurized dairy products thus 

cause 840 times more illnesses and 45 times more hos-

pitalizations than pasteurized products. As consumption 

of unpasteurized dairy products grows, illnesses will 

increase steadily. 

 

ƷƷ ñGerman New Medicine" founder dies (July 9, 

2017) 

 Ryke Geerd Hamer, the developer of "German New 

Medicine," ( http://germannewmedicine.ca/home.html ) 

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/6/pdfs/15-1603.pdf
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/6/pdfs/15-1603.pdf
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/6/pdfs/15-1603.pdf
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/6/pdfs/15-1603.pdf
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Laurel Hill Cemetery  

(Images of America)  
by Carol Yaster and Rachel Wolgemuth 

 

Ŀ Publisher: Arcadia Publishing (August 7, 2017)     

Ŀ Paperback: 128 pages 

Ŀ ISBN-10: 1467126551     ISBN-13: 978-1467126557 
 

Established in 1836, Philadelphiaôs Laurel Hill Cemetery was one of the earliest 

rural cemeteries in America. The picturesque views and outstanding horticulture, 

along with sculptures and monuments designed by notable artists and archi-

tectsˈlike Alexander Milne Calder, Alexander Stirling Calder, Harriet Frishmuth, 

John Notman, and Thomas Ustick Walterˈattracted thousands of visitors. Laurel 

Hill became the desired place of burial for Philadelphiaôs elite and the final resting 

place for those with last names like Widener, Wharton, Meade, and Elkins. The 

cemeteryôs design was much admired and widely imitated, both locally and nation-

ally. While the 20th century ushered in a steep decline for Laurel Hill, the establish-

ment of a friends group in 1978 and the cemeteryôs designation as a National His-

toric Landmark in 1998 signaled a transformation for the cemetery. Laurel Hill en-

tered a new century as a revitalized and relevant institution. Once again, the ceme-

tery is regarded as an important part of the community, a worthy destination for 

visitors, and a place to share in the stories of the men and women whose lives shaped both Philadelphia and the nation  

The authors:   Carol Yaster is the president of the Friends of Laurel Hill Cemetery. Rachel Wolgemuth is an author and histori-

an with a background in cemetery research.  

 has died at the age of 82. Hamer claimed that cancer is 

caused by sudden emotional conflict and can be cured if the 

conflict is resolved. He further claimed that his method is a 

"Germanic" alternative to mainstream clinical medicine, 

which he claimed is part of a Jewish conspiracy to decimate 

non-Jews. Hamer held a medical license from 1963 until 

1986, when it was revoked for malpractice. Swiss and Ger-

man medical groups have criticized his methods, and anti-

quack activists regard him as one of the world's most danger-

ous quacks 

https://sciencebasedmedicine.org/the-iron-rule-of-cancer-

the-new-german-medicine-and-cancer-quackery/ 

 

ƷƷ France to mandate vaccinations (July 2, 2017) 

French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe has said it is 

"unacceptable" that children are "still dying of measles" in 

the country where some of the earliest vaccines were pio-

neered. Three childhood vaccines, for diphtheria, tetanus and 

polio, are currently required in France. Eight more, including 

measles and whooping cough, will be required by 2018. To 

fight against smoking, Philippe also announced that the price 

of pack of cigarettes will be go up from 7 to 10 euros.  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/france

-vaccination-mandatory-2018-next-year-children-health-

measles-dying-anti-vaxxers-edouard-a7824246.html 

[Forster K.  The Independent, July 5, 2017]  

 

 

Ý  Ý  Ý 
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Meeting Reports  - April / May 2017 
 

Reported by Jennifer Cortese and Nicolas Bugueno,  

 Physics students of  

Dr. David Cattell at Community College of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Paul Offit, a pediatrician and vaccinologist, discussed his new book 

PANDORA'S LAB: SEVEN STORIES OF SCIENCE GONE WRONG.  
Saturday, April 15, 2017  

 
Reported by Jennifer Cortese 

 Dr. Offitôs lecture on scientific inventions that changed the world for the worse was very thought-provoking. I thought 

that his discussion of pain and addictive medicine was the most intriguing. It seems that humans have been trying to treat pain 

without causing addiction for thousands of years. It is interesting that at one point in time the use of opium and morphine was 

believed to be acceptable, even for children, for many different common ailments. 

 

 I did not realize that the invention of the hypodermic needle by Alexander Wood was actually an attempt to combat the 

addiction that often follows the use of drugs such as morphine. Furthermore, I was surprised to learn that doctors would even 

instruct patients how they could inject morphine themselves at home!  

 

 As a Chemistry major, I liked that Dr. Offit explained the steps by which drugs like heroin and opioids came about. I did 

not know that heroin was a derivative of morphine that was created specifically in an attempt to diminish the addictive proper-

ties of the substance. Adding an acetyl group did not help to make the drug any less addictive, and yet chemists continued to 

search for ways to modify components of morphine! These chemists had good intentions, yet the chemicals that they created, 

such as heroin and oxycontin, became widespread and caused many people to become hopelessly addicted. It is understandable 

that pain relief and addiction often come hand in hand, as the relief of pain in and of itself can be an addiction that people seek. 

Adding in the addiction caused by chemicals only makes the creation of these drugs more dangerous. 

 

 Learning about the progression from opiates to morphine, heroin, and opioids makes me wonder what new, exciting drug 

will be produced next that results in mass addiction. Researchers have been trying to separate pain relief from addiction for 

hundreds of years, so I do not believe that they will stop now. There was once a time when heroin was sold over the counter 

while aspirin required a prescription, which demonstrates how little we initially understand about the chemicals that are pro-

duced. I wonder if one day researchers will truly be able to understand the underlying causes of addiction and ultimately get 

rid of the addictive properties all together. Somehow, I doubt that this will ever happen, but I would be surprised if chemists 

ever stop trying to create this ultimate pain relief drug! 

 

 

Reported by Nicolas Bugueno 

 Dr. Paul Offit, a vaccinologist at the Childrenôs Hospital of Philadelphia, presented a presentation on his book ñPandoraôs 

Lab: Seven Stories of Science Gone Wrong.ò  Focusing on 7 areas where science development brought on more harmful than 

beneficial results, it reminds us that science development is not a path without thorns, most of time created by ourselves.  

 

 Eugenics is a scientific idea, which seeks to control breeding in order to increase the occurrences of highly desired traits. 

With roots as far back as Platoôs idea of a guardian class, Francis Galton was the first to attribute it to humans that questioned 
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Pandora's Lab: Seven Stories  

of Science Gone Wrong  
by Paul A. Offit, M.D.  

 

Hardcover: 288 pages      

Publisher: National Geographic (April 4, 2017) 

ISBN-10: 1426217986  ISBN-13: 978-1426217982 

 

What happens when ideas presented as science lead us in the wrong direction? History 

is filled with brilliant ideas that gave rise to disaster, and this book explores the most 

fascinatingðand significantðmissteps: from opium's heyday as the pain reliever of 

choice to recognition of opioids as a major cause of death in the U.S.; from the rise of 

trans fats as the golden ingredient for tastier, cheaper food to the heart disease epidemic 

that followed; and from the cries to ban DDT for the sake of the environment to an epi-

demic-level rise in world malaria. These are today's sins of scienceðas deplorable as mistaken ideas from the past such 

as advocating racial purity or using lobotomies as a cure for mental illness. These unwitting errors add up to seven lessons 

both cautionary and profound, narrated by renowned author and speaker Paul A. Offit. Offit uses these lessons to investi-

gate how we can separate good science from bad, using some of today's most controversial creationsðe-cigarettes, 

GMOs, drug treatments for ADHDðas case studies. For every "Aha!" moment that should have been an "Oh no," this 

book is an engrossing account of how science has been misused disastrouslyðand how we can learn to use its power for 

good. 

 

More books by Dr. Offit may be found at:  https://www.alibris.com/search/books/author/Paul-Offit?aid=3716740 

whether a human ability is hereditary. More extreme events then developed with Adolf Hitlerôs belief in a Germanic master 

race. Science has progressed, however, to disprove most of this idea even presenting the genetic problems that arise when there 

is little genetic diversity. An increase in the desired traits also increases the possibility of attaining undesirable and many times 

unhealthy traits that could be phased out with genetic diversity. Another issue that was discussed thoroughly was the history in 

medicineôs development for pain treatment. Starting with the development of morphine from opium in 1803, Frederich 

Sert¿rner seeked to eliminate the addictive qualities of opium but was unsuccessful.  Despite his acknowledged failure, the 

drug was still marketed and went unnoticed for around 20 years transforming opium addicts into morphine addicts. History 

repeating, this time seeking to eliminate morphineôs addictive qualities, heroin an opioid drug made from morphine that was 

marketed in the late 1900ôs. Felix Hoffman who ironically synthesized aspirin, one of the most used and beneficial drug today, 

also was responsible for synthesizing heroin one of the most harmful substances that is three times more addictive than mor-

phine.  Heroinôs availability during this time was incredibly accessible due to the growth of pharmacies, being able to be 

bought over the counter for 30 years. On advertisements, it was even said to be safe for use among pregnant women as mor-

phine addicts turned into heroin addicts. These factors along with others started the drug problem in the U.S. as by 1918 more 

than 200,000 heroin addicts existed in NYC and by the mid 1960ôs ~ 500,000 addicts in the U.S.  Now aware of dangers drugs 

posed to society, solutions to this problem entered the political agenda giving rise to President Nixonôs declaration of a ñWar 

on Drugsò.  Currently, however, the next drug unaffected by this is opioids. Oxycodone, which is again derived from opium 

and contains addictive qualities transitioned heroin addicts into todayôs opioid addicts. 

  

 All in all this brings into question whether there are some areas where science development cannot progress without 

bringing harmful problems along with it. Painkillerôs addictive side effects may be decreased in the future, but as like all sci-

ence development, an issue will always exist of how we view and use this technology, beneficially or abusively. 

 

Ý  Ý  Ý 
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PhACT Expedition to Valley Forge National Park 

Saturday, May 20, 2017  

 
Notes and photographs by Kim Sheridan 

 

On Saturday, May 20, 2017, the intrepid PhACT Expeditionary Force searched for ghosts at Valley Forge National Historic 

Park.  

 

Fearless leader Eric Krieg held the team spellbound with terrifying tales 

of spooks and specters, before capably guiding them through woods and 

meadows, across streams, and over hill and dale. 

 

 

 

 

At Lafayetteôs Quarters, the ghost-busting duo of Doreva and Eric went 

to work, searching for spirits in the 1763 house. To Ericôs puzzlement, 

none were found.  

 

 

 

 

 

Not giving up so easily, they 

tried again, looking for hobbits 

this time, at the P.C. Knox Es-

tate. Again, nothing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 




























